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What do all these images have in common?



Lake Owasso

Association, Inc.

2025 Lake Owasso Association 

Annual Meeting Agenda
Thursday April 24, 7:00pm 

➢ 7:00 Introduction

➢ 7:05 Approve 2024 minutes; board members

➢ 7:10 Winter activities

➢ 7:20 Update on 2024 Fluridone treatment

➢ 7:25 Treasurers report

➢ 7:30 Invasive species
⚫ Zebra mussels

⚫ Hybrid EWM

⚫ Starry stonewort

⚫ Carp

➢ 7:50 Water quality practices & measurements

➢ 8:00 Courage Center

➢ 8:05 Boater Safety

➢ 8:10 New Business

➢ 8:15 Adjourn    

  

    

    

Annual meeting

April 24, 2025
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Photos courtesy: Nito Quitevis

See Me Bathing Club

Public beach area
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Ice skating path
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Ice Heaving
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Earliest Ice-out date in past 75 years:

March 3, 2024

On average 12 days earlier 

over the 75-year time span
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Back to Back early Ice-outs

 2024:  March 3

 2025:  March 18

Has there ever been another two-year span with 

such early ice-out dates?

2024/2025 span of 19 days after March 1

2016/2017 span of 18 days after March 1

Average Ice-out date: April 5 
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River Otter
      

November 30, 2024 

near Wabasso outlet

(partial ice over)
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Identifying Beavers vs Muskrats vs Otters

Beavers Muskrats River Otter

-Can I see the whole body flat along

  the surface?  Yes

-Does it have protruding ears?  Yes

- Is it bigger (2-3 foot body    

length)?  Yes

– Is it feeding on willows or carrying    

large branches while 

swimming?  Yes

– Can I see the whole body flat 

along the surface?  Yes

– Does it have protruding ears?  No

– Does it have a tiny nose? Yes

– Is it small (1-2 feet body length)? 

Yes

– Is it feeding on grasses or diving 

for aquatic plants?  Yes

– Can I see the whole body flat in 

the water?  No

– Does it periscope when checking 

me out? Yes

– Is it traveling very fast?  Yes

– Is it traveling in a group?  Yes

– It is catching fish, snails, 

salamanders or leeches?  Yes
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River Otters
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Water level 
Outlet to Wabasso

Before cleaning  (April 4) After cleaning  (April 10)
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Lake Wabasso Outlet 4/21/25

Grass Lake Outlet 4/21/25
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77% approval to refund ENRTF. 

Highest ever voting approval in MN History

Elevated agreement on Environmental issues
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ReCap on 2024 fluridone treatment
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Timeline

▪ 1920’s – according to LOA meeting minutes from the 

1970’s only about half of Lake Owasso was usable.

▪ 1926 – culmination of sever drought where water level 

dropped to 883’ from a normal level of 887.5 feet

▪ 1930’s and 40’s – according to LOA meeting minutes from 

the 1970’s, Ramsey County mechanically harvested 

aquatic plants intermittently.  (Often left to accumulate on 

the shoreline).

▪ 1954 discussions between Horace Noland, U of MN and 

State regulators about herbicide treatment to manage 

aquatic vegetation.

▪ 1955 first herbicide treatment of Lake Owasso by Bernard 

Domogalla
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Three key people involved 

in launching herbicide 

treatment program in 1954

     Horace Noland

     Bernard Domogalla

     Sig Bjerken



Lake Owasso

Association, Inc.



Lake Owasso

Association, Inc.

From June 1966 issue of The American City
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Goals of fluridone treatment

▪ To give Lake Owasso a reset

        to a more native state

▪ Promote native plant biodiversity vs 

EWM dominance

▪ Enable improved navigation

▪ Less restricted swim areas

▪ Improved fish habitat

▪ To improve the underlying health of the 

lake
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Thursday March 21st  Contractor and SePro 

associate discussing dosage calculations
10.1 gallons of fluridone AS 

product to achieve 4 ppb
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Two Sampling Locations
        One in south bay and one in north       

represented by blue dots
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Post treatment diligence
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2025 Treatment program

Unknowns – first year after whole lake treatment

Nearby lakes with fall fluridone treatments had limited 

treatment allowance the following spring

Likely little if any EWM/Hybrid

Curly leaf pondweed??  (Some displaced by EWM before 

fluridone)
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  Point Intercept (PI) Survey

Purpose: 1) To assess volume and 

  diversity of native plants

  2) To verify that fluridone has 

  minimal impact on natives

When:  July 2, 2024

By:  Steve McComas of Blue Water Science

     “the Lake Detective”

Follow-up PI Survey planned for July 2025
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Sampling rake
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PI Survey data points

69 sites

125 meter spacing intervals

Blue areas not sampled
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Chara (Muskgrass)

Stonewort
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Filamentous Algae
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Milfoil Mapper findings

92 unique EWM strains

    3 of the 92 strains account for 80% of all EWM

214 unique hybrid strains

    Distribution of the 214 hybrids more even

Resistant strains found only in MI so far
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Bladderwort plant
     Did you know…. Is carnivorous.  The plant has  

bladders with a very fast acting 

shutter door that opens where a 

suction captures zooplankton prey.Click for You Tube video

https://www.google.com/search?q=bladderwort+%2B+tasha+the+amazon&sca_esv=e882f0976fe7340d&source=hp&ei=TuILaMPTNoa50PEPvpulqAM&iflsig=ACkRmUkAAAAAaAvwXoOO5Bqlr_03ERlPKQbCGIr41Fba&ved=0ahUKEwjDssGv9fOMAxWGHDQIHb5NCTUQ4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=bladderwort+%2B+tasha+the+amazon&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Ih5ibGFkZGVyd29ydCArIHRhc2hhIHRoZSBhbWF6b24yBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRirAjIFECEYqwJIuU1QqRRY1UtwAXgAkAEAmAGCAaAB9BKqAQQyMy43uAEDyAEA-&sclient=gws-wiz#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:ad851045,vid:HQ69c5bRJAU,st:0
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Lake Owasso is officially 

classified as being infested 

with Zebra Mussels, 

however ……….
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zebra mussel
Left: zebra;  Right: quagga

Zebra Mussels (ZM)

Byssal thread



Lake Owasso

Association, Inc.

Zebra Mussel 

settling plate

Purpose of Safari program

1) Early detection of ZM’s

2) Data collection for researchers to 

better understand and combat ZM’s

Sponsored by U of MN (MAISRC).

Lake Owasso one of 

fifteen lakes chosen for 2024 study
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Deployment May of 2024
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Plates from Lake Minnewashta

(2024)
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Eurasian water milfoil Starry stonewort
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White star shaped bulbil – identification means
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What makes SSW problematic

▪ SSW requires less sunlight than EWM

▪ SSW thrives in deeper water than EWM

▪ SSW matt density exceeds EWM matt density

▪ SSW have no vascular system (unlike EWM) 

making herbicides (including fluridone) less 

effective

▪ SSW Bulbils store significant energy (starch) 

for regrowth, making SSW extremely resilient

▪ Stays green under the ice when its native 

cousin (Stonewort) turns brown

▪ Less effected by known herbicides
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More about starch storage

Plant/Structure Starch Content 

(% of Dry Weight

Function

EWM (root crowns) 5%-20% Supports seasonal 

regrowth 

SSW (bulbils) 40%-70% High energy storage for 

survival and spread

Curly-leaf pondweed 

(turions)

30%-50% Energy reserve for 

overwintering and growth
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Hand pulling can be effective against SSW
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MPCA

Lakes and Streams 

water quality 

dashboard
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AIS Explorer

from MAISRC web site

Click for AIS Explorer 

https://www.aisexplorer.umn.edu/#!/map
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Don’t dispose of goldfish in a lake

Click for Video

https://www.google.com/search?q=cbs+%2B+gold+fish+%2B+burnsville&sca_esv=e882f0976fe7340d&source=hp&ei=XOELaOD_Caan0PEPmrGumAo&iflsig=ACkRmUkAAAAAaAvvbEzzi_1Z6mob_zAozMeMsAwCLdA9&ved=0ahUKEwjgneK79POMAxWmEzQIHZqYC6MQ4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=cbs+%2B+gold+fish+%2B+burnsville&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IhxjYnMgKyBnb2xkIGZpc2ggKyBidXJuc3ZpbGxlMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKMgcQIRigARgKSKV-&sclient=gws-wiz#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:eacc7673,vid:rR5vSSwEgMM,st:0
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Goldfish found in nearby Markham Pond
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Carp update (2024 activity)

2024 Population estimate 

Pre removal 2,092 49.7kg/ha

Post removal 1,449 34.4 kg/ha

Source: annual report from Carp 

Solutions submitted to RWMWD
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Shoreline restoration by RWMWD
program coming off of pause
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Courage Center Program

Wednesday nights in July (5:30pm to 8:30pm)

 Normally clockwise direction 

 Chase boat - follows on inside track

 All volunteer program
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Goose Control
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National Loon Center – Crosslake MN
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New Business
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Motion to adjourn

Photo: Courtesy of Mary Tragiai
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