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Tonight’s theme:

Engagement/Volunteerism



Lake Owasso 1937



Lake Owasso 

area 1902



Engagement Opportunity #1

Submit historical photos (or other 

photos of interest) for posting on 

LOA site

info@lakeowasso.org 
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2026 Lake Owasso Association 

Annual Meeting Agenda
Thursday April 23, 7:00pm 

➢ 7:00 Introduction

➢ 7:05 Historical tidbits/Notable rains/droughts

➢ 7:10 Approve 2025 minutes; board members

➢ 7:15 Treasurers report

➢ 7:20 Aquatic plant/algae balance 

➢ 7:25 Loon notes

➢ 7:30 AIS updates

➢ 7:35 MLR and boat launch inspections

➢ 7:45 2025 and 2026 treatment notes

➢ 7:50 Water quality and Infiltration around Owasso

➢ 7:55 Underwater debris

➢ 8:00 Swimmers itch

➢ 8:05 Geese and carp removal

➢ 8:10 New Business

➢ 8:15 Adjourn    

  

    

    

Annual meeting

April 23, 2026
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Acronyms

LOA  Lake Owasso Association

MAISRC  MN Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center

AIS  Aquatic Invasive Species

   ZM, EWM, CLP, SSW

RWMWD  Ramsey Washington Metro Watershed District

MLR  MN Lakes and Rivers

ZM

EWM CLP SSW
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Three years in a row with March ice-outs

 2024 March 3

 2025 March 18

 2026 March 28

Average: April 6 (over 75 years)



Twin City historic drought periods
Year/Period Notes

1926 Extreme Lowest recorded 883’ (vs highest 888.79 in 

1978)

1930-1937 Extreme 1934 driest (Aquifer wells built in early 

1930’s)

Low water revealed leak in lake bottom

1987-1989 Very severe

2006 Moderate

2012 Moderate-Severe

2021-2022 Severe

Twin City historic wet/dry periods
Year/Period Notes (inches of precipitation)

1911 40.15

1965 39.94 inches

1983 39.07 inches

2016 40.32 inches

2019 35.53 (wettest year ever for MN overall)



Chat GPT exaggerated depiction of Lake Owasso substrate

If dominated by glacial outwash plain If dominated by glacial till

Glacial outwash plains – 

permeable

Glacial outwash plains tend to 

occur with rapid glacial retreats

Glacial till – less permeable than 

glacial outwash plains

Glacial till tend to occur when a 

glacial retreat temporarily stalls out
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Treasurers Report
Edward Roberts - Treasurer



Late sign-ups

Could result in DNR inspection

Could result in lessor treatment 

allowance

Could result in more costly 

individual DNR permit vs being 

added onto group permit for lake



2025 Treatment



Large leaf pondweed

(Early part of 2025)

Flatstem pondweed

(later part of 2025)

Native rebound post fluridone



The LLP vs EWM trade-off

LLP EWM
Does not surface mat (less propellor impedance 

than EWM)

Mats at the surface (navigational challenge for 

propellers)

Open architecture (less propeller impedance than 

EWM)

Densely packed (pontoons can get stuck in a dense 

patch)

Large leaf surface area (absorbs nutrients that could 

otherwise result in heightened planktonic algae - 

green lake)

Less surface area than LLP may not absorb as 

many nutrients as LLP. 

Good fish habitat (according to DNR and angling 

experts)

Tangled fish lines

Native (likely present since shortly after the last ice 

age)

Invasive (newly introduced on Owasso in 2000) and 

outcompetes natives

More of this Much less of this



Blackturn pond



Blackturn Pond



Kayaking thru dense 

vegetation on Blackturn 

Pond   August 12, 2025

▪ Dense surface matt

▪ Two primary plants

      Elodea (native)

      Coontail (native)

▪ Crystal clear water



The balancing act



Over treatment No treatment

Balanced treatment





Distinguishing juveniles from molting adults

Juvenile Molting adult

Scaly back Beak gets lighter but still 

retains some darkness

Trickles of white plumage 

retained





AIS
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Newly infested water bodies in 2025

Source: 2025 DNR Report

Pages 16 and 17
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What makes SSW problematic

▪ SSW requires less sunlight than EWM

▪ SSW thrives in deeper water than EWM

▪ SSW matt density exceeds EWM matt density

▪ SSW have no vascular system (unlike EWM) 

making herbicides (including fluridone) less 

effective

▪ SSW Bulbils store significant energy (starch) 

for regrowth, making SSW extremely resilient

▪ Stays green under the ice when its native 

cousin (Stonewort) turns brown

▪ Less effected by known herbicides

▪ Late season – (sneaks in under the radar)
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Deployment of an 

underwater ROV on 

Rush Lake near 

Breezy Point to 

identify/map SSW 

for hand removal 
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Rake toss



Volunteer Opportunity #2

Build a rake toss

Learn how to identify 

certain species

Perform rake tosses

Record pertinent findings

  and locations



ZM Plates to be deployed again in 2026

(3rd year in a row)



Meadow Lake in New Hope



Meadow Lake – New 

Hope

2021 Drawdown

Consulting engineer: 

Stantec

Turions survived 

winter freeze even 

after water removal

How resilient are Curlyleaf Pondweed turions?



eDNA

More of this coming in the 

future

Fast low-cost method for 

early detection (citizen 

science)

An imperfect science: some 

false negatives and positives

Positive findings normally 

followed up with more 

detailed site inspections

Tends to be more accurate 

for animals than plants
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MLR – MN Lakes and Rivers
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300+ Lake 

Associations 

support MLR
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BOAT LAUNCH INSPECTIONS
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Inspected by 2024 2025

Ramsey County 5,839 6,259

DNR 2,145 1,701

AIS Boat launch inspections in Ramsey County

  

Source: Justin Townsend of Ramsey County

352 of the 6,259 were on Owasso (5.6%)

Note: 36 lakes in Ramsey County

54 of DNR’s 1,701 were of Owasso
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Total hours worked:  102.7

Total number of inspections: 352 

Avg Inspections/hr:  3.4

Number of inspection dates: 29

Avg hrs/inspection date:  3.5

Lake Owasso boat launch inspections by 

Ramsey County in 2025
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Engagement Opportunity #3

Provide feedback regarding 

boat launch inspections

info@lakeowasso.org

mailto:info@lakeowasso.org
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Additional 2025 and 2026 Treatment notes



2025 Aquatic Plant survey

Follow-up to 2024 survey

Paid for with a DNR grant

Rebound of natives: large 

leaf pondweed, and flat stem 

pondweed 

Trace patches of EWM in far 

southwest bay



June 2 - trace EWM identified

June 27th– detailed follow-up 

inspection for precise GPS 

coordinates

August 11 – EWM spot 

treatment in far southwestern 

bay

June 2026 delineation survey 

near green dots by Blue Water 

Science.

Expectation of more CLP in the 

absence of EWM

More detailed inspection in south 

end of lake



North Owasso Blvd
Permeable pavers removed on main portion of road

Pavers retained on boulevards

Maintenance cost became excessive

Looking east on North 

Owasso Blvd
Looking west on North 

Owasso Blvd.

Rain garden on south side 

of road retained



Woodbridge/East Owasso Lane

Some pavers from North 

Owasso Blvd. transferred 

to Woodbridge.



Rain garden to south of pavers retained. 

Prescribed burn on restored shoreline (in 

yellow)



Infiltration around 

Lake Owasso

Some catch basins 

house hydrodynamic 

seperators
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Infiltration
via Shoreline restoration by RWMWD



Lake health scores
 Posted on DNR web site

Health Assessment

https://whaf-lakes.dnr.state.mn.us/lakedetails/62005600/topic/summary






Old Ladies against underwater garbage (OLAUG)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9trmSzGyEeI
jebes
Typewritten Text
                 Click image for video

jebes
Typewritten Text
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Spike in Swimmers Itch





Volunteer opportunity #4

Reach out to swimmers itch researchers for

additional or more recent information

Curt Blankespoor Jackson College

Amanda Schuermann MAISRC



Beach water quality

https://opendata.ramseycountymn.gov/stories/s/Beach-Water-Quality/qk94-4yn9/


2025 Carp Capture

Total carp captured: 81 (across 3 dates)

Total weight:  680 lbs.

Average length  26.2 inches

Contractor:  Carp Solutions

Coordinating body: RWMWD

Nets installed: May 6

Nets removed: June 17

PIT measurements in April indicated high volumes

4:30am: highest detections

11:00am: lowest detections



Goose nesting 4/21/2026



Est.time commitment: 

5 hours per year

Key players:

Chris Heim
Goose Crew
507-272-7004
Canadagoosemanagement@gmail.com

City of Shoreview MN
Jeremy Walters
651-490-4667
jwalters@shoreviewmn.gov

City of Roseville MN
James Taylor
651-792-7107
James.e.taylor@cityofroseville.com

Volunteer opportunity #5
Investigate and coordinate goose roundup

mailto:Canadagoosemanagement@gmail.com
mailto:jwalters@shoreviewmn.gov


60+ turtle sitings in 10 minutes

South bay   4/21/2026



Prescribed burn

4/15/2026

To regerminate for 

next generation

Perfomed on North 

wind days to dissipate 

smoke



Drone video near boat launch

https://rwmwd.org/projects/lake-owasso-shoreline-restoration/


Lake Restoration – a pilot project by MAISRC

transplanting native plants from a donor lake



Courage Center Program

Wednesday nights in July (5:30pm to 8:30pm)

 Normally clockwise direction 

 Chase boat - follows on inside track

 All volunteer program
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New Business
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Motion to adjourn

Photo: Courtesy of Mary Tragiai
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